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Legacy of Leadership:
Looking Back Through the History of the Presidents of Hope
By Amanda Palomino
As Hope College enters a new season with a new
president stepping up to the helm of a school that has
witnessed over 150 years of faithful leadership, the Joint
Archives looks back at the long tradition of excellence in
the individuals who have guided Hope through fires,
floods, wars, and depressions. This history gives a brief,
general overview of the eleven presidents of Hope who
have served the college between 1866 and 2013 and
made a lasting impact on the community, and introduces
Hope’s twelfth president.
In the founding days of
Hope College, the first
person to serve as
president of the new
school was Philip Phelps
Jr. Born in New York on
July 12, 1826, Phelps
graduated from Union
College, located in
Schenectady, New York,
in 1844 and from New
Brunswick Theological
Seminary in New
Brunswick, New Jersey,
in 1849. After ministering
as a pastor for some years,
Phelps was appointed as the principal of the Holland
Academy in 1859. After the Civil War ended, Phelps,
along with Holland founder Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte,
helped to start Hope College and was installed as Hope’s
first president in 1866. Phelps’s administration was
responsible for many important establishments during
his term which ended in 1878. He personally helped
students build Hope’s first gym and chapel in 1862.
Phelps also welcomed the first Japanese students to
Hope in 1869, as well as the first female students in
1878, which included his own two daughters.

Hope’s second president,
Charles Scott, was born in
Little Britain, New York,
on December 18, 1822.
He graduated from
Rutgers College in 1844,
from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary in
1851, and received his
Doctorate of Divinity
degree from New York
University in 1875. From
1851 to 1866, he held a
pastorate in New York, at
which time he accepted a
professorship at Hope
College and continued to teach here until 1877. Scott
was elected vice president of the college in 1878 after
Phelps’s resignation in June. Giles H. Mandeville was
appointed as provisional president at the same time, and
served in that that role until 1880. In June 1880, the
Council of Hope College (later known as the Board of
Trustees) appointed Scott provisional president. He held
this post until April 1885, when he was elected president
of Hope College. He was inaugurated in June 1886.
Scott served as president until failing health forced him
to tend his resignation to the Council in April 1892 and
relinquish the office of president in June 1893 to Gerrit J.
Kollen. Under Scott’s administration, The Anchor was
established, and organized sports made their debut at the
school. Throughout this time, church support was
disrupted due to denominational secession troubles, and
Hope struggled to make ends meet. According to one
story, they even had trouble raising $50 to install
lightning rods on the roof of Van Vleck Hall. When
Scott passed away on October 31, 1893, the financial
situation at Hope College was improving.
(continued on page 2)

Born on May 25, 1857,
Ame Vennema was the
first of Hope’s presidents
to have been born in
Holland, Michigan. He
attended Hope Preparatory
School and Hope College,
graduating in 1879, and
later graduated from New
Brunswick Theological
Seminary in 1882. After
pastoring a number of
churches, Vennema was
appointed to the Council
of Hope College in 1905,
and in 1911 he began
serving as the fourth president of Hope College. Among
the changes he made at Hope was a relaxation of travel
restrictions for athletic teams.
When Vennema was
installed as president, he inherited a policy that banned
ever-more-popular athletic teams from traveling during
school terms. In 1913, following policy with faculty
support, he suspended the men’s basketball team for
violating this rule, and the students reacted by striking—
a shocking move for the day. Giving due attention to the
wishes and best interests of the students, Vennema was
eventually able to ease these restrictions. Besides this
achievement, the initial years of Vennema’s
administration saw a significant increase in enrollment,
as well national recognition of the school by the North
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools
in 1916. However, following the nation’s entry into
World War I in 1917, enrollment dropped as many Hope
men left to enlist. This event occurred just one year prior
to Vennema’s resignation in 1918.

From the Director
On October 4, Hope College will
inaugurate its 12th president, Dr. John C.
Knapp. This office was created in 1866,
the same year of the chartering of Hope
College by the State of Michigan. In this
issue, a short history of the men who
have held this esteemed position is presented by Amanda
Palomino, a senior at Hope College and Mellon Scholar.
Palomino penned this article for the newsletter while
working as a student research assistant in the archives
this past summer. This is an example of the research and
writing opportunities the archives gives Hope College
students, either as employees or students that are
researching and writing for their coursework. We look
forward to presenting more student work as opportunities
arise. Also, I hope you enjoy reading about Ian Post’s
volunteer experience with us as a visiting student intern
from Grand Valley State University. Post is one of many
GVSU interns we have enjoyed working with over the
years.
Geoffrey D. Reynolds
Legacy of Leadership (continued from page 1)

Gerrit J. Kollen was a
Dutch immigrant born in
the Netherlands on August
9, 1843. After his father
passed away in 1846, he
and his family immigrated
to Overisel, Michigan, in
1851. In 1862, he entered
Holland Academy and
later graduated from Hope
College in 1868, making
him the first Hope
president to have also
been a Hope student and
first
non-ordained
president. For many years,
he worked as a teacher in the Overisel area and then as
an instructor in the Holland Academy, a grammar school
at Hope College. In 1893, he became Hope’s third
president. During his time in office, Kollen presided
over the construction of Graves Library and Winants
Chapel, Van Raalte Memorial Hall, and Voorhees Hall.
Kollen proved to be a skilled fundraiser as well, whose
greatest success was in convincing Andrew Carnegie—to
whom he apparently bore some resemblance—to finance
the construction of Carnegie Gymnasium. Of these
buildings, Graves and Voorhees still stand. Van Raalte
Memorial Hall was destroyed in a fire in 1980, and
Carnegie Gymnasium was demolished in 1982.

Following Vennema’s
administration, Edward D.
Dimnent, born in Chicago
on August 14, 1876, was
appointed Hope’s fifth
president. As a young
man, he entered Hope
Preparatory School in
1888 and graduated from
Hope College in 1896. In
1898, he returned to Hope
as a professor of Greek
and also worked as the
school’s registrar and
treasurer at various points.
In 1918, Dimnent was
elected president of Hope College.
Dimnent’s
administration was responsible for the implementation of
the Student Army Training Course and the change in the
overall academic year to a two-semester schedule.
2

years.
In 1923, he
returned to become an
instructor of English at
Hope College. In 1931,
Lubbers received his
doctoral degree from
N o r t h w e s t e r n
University—which made
him Hope’s first president
with a Ph.D.—and moved
to Pella, Iowa, where he
became president of
Central College in 1934.
Then, in 1945, Lubbers
returned to Hope to serve
as the college’s seventh
president. Lubbers’s administration was similarly fastpaced. He presided over numerous changes, including
the construction of Durfee, Kollen, Phelps, and Gilmore
residence halls; the Nykerk music building; the Van
Zoeren Library; a heating plant; a fraternity complex,
which would later become Cosmopolitan, Scott, Lichty,
and Wyckoff Halls; the renovation of Carnegie
Gymnasium and Graves Hall; and the initial construction
of Vander Werf Hall. This extensive construction
program was needed as enrollment jumped to 1,300
following the end of World War II in 1945 and the return
of student veterans. Lubbers also started the tradition
of presidential luncheons with students and founded the
Vienna Summer School program in 1956. Before his
retirement in 1963, Lubbers saw Hope named one of
America’s top ten co-ed colleges by The Chicago
Tribune in 1957 and saw the city of Holland and Hope
College graced by a visit from Queen Juliana and Prince
Bernhard of the Netherlands in 1952.

Dimnent was responsible for the construction of the
Hope Memorial Chapel, which was completed in 1929
and renamed Dimnent Chapel in his honor in 1959.
Rumor has it that Dimnent even paid the remaining debt
for the chapel himself when the Great Depression hit
towards the end of his administration. In 1920, Hope
College began charging tuition for the first time—$35
per student per year. Dimnent remained long enough to
see the first annual Tulip Time festival in 1930. He
resigned in 1931 and returned to teaching, as well as
continuing his own education at Western Theological
Seminary, and was ordained in 1935.
Hope’s next president
faced many challenges yet
initiated great changes
through both the Great
Depression and the World
War II years. Wynand
Wichers was born in
Zeeland, Michigan, on
February 15, 1886. He
graduated from Hope
Preparatory School in
1905 and from Hope
College in 1909. Wichers
was first appointed as an
instructor in English and
Latin at Hope Preparatory
School and later, in 1913, he became a professor of
history at Hope College. In 1925, Wichers resigned from
his Hope professorship to work as a cashier of First State
Bank of Holland. Though he no longer taught, Wichers
continued on the Board of Trustees of Hope. Then, in
1931, Wichers was elected as the sixth president of Hope
College. During the Great Depression and World War II,
Wichers brought in the Army Specialized Training
Program, which kept the school running during a time of
low enrollment. Yet despite financial struggles of that
era, Wichers also introduced a number of wonderful
traditions such as the May Day festivities, the AllCollege Sing, and the Nykerk Cup competition, an
popular event which continues to this day. Wichers’s
administration was responsible for the construction of the
science building, now Lubbers Hall, which provided the
first modern laboratory facilities on campus. In 1945,
Wichers resigned as president of Hope. Nevertheless, he
retained close ties with Hope College, and in 1969
published a book on Hope’s history called, A Century of
Hope, in honor of its centennial celebration in 1966.

Born in Friesland,
Wisconsin, on January 2,
1917, Calvin A. Vander
Werf was another in the
tradition of Hope grads
serving
as
Hope
presidents. After having
graduated from Hope
College in 1937, he earned
his doctorate at Ohio State
University in 1941, and
the same year joined the
chemistry faculty of the
University of Kansas. In
1963, he returned to Hope
as the college’s eighth
president. Vander Werf’s advocacy of Hope’s researchbased model for science played a vital role in developing
the strong reputation Hope’s program enjoys today.
Vander Werf’s administration led the way in forming the

Irwin J. Lubbers, born in Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, on
November 15, 1895, was Hope’s next president.
Graduating from Hope College in 1917, Lubbers joined
the U.S. Air Force in 1918 and afterwards worked in the
Reformed Church Mission at Vellore, India, for four
3

and enrollment jumped to
over 2,900. Also during
Jacobson’s administration,
Hope became the only
private, four-year, liberal
arts college in the country
to
have
national
accreditation in art, dance,
music, and theater.
Jacobson oversaw the
renovation of the
Knickerbocker Theatre,
Lugers Fieldhouse, De
Witt Tennis Center,
Haworth
Inn
and
Conference Center, and
Cook Hall on Hope’s campus. Moreover, before his
retirement in 1999, Jacobson had made a great impact on
the college in how he helped craft the campus ministries
program, and through his commitment to the
multicultural life of the college and the promotion of
diversity.

exchange program with Meiji Gakuin University in
Tokyo, as well as several construction projects including
the Physics-Math building (later renamed Vander Werf
Hall in 1980), Dykstra Hall, and the De Witt Student and
Cultural Center. After his resignation in 1970, William
Vander Lugt served as chancellor during the search for a
new president.
Gordon Van Wylen,
Hope’s ninth president,
attended Calvin College
and the University of
Michigan, completing his
doctorate
from
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) in
1951. Prior to that time,
Van Wylen worked for
duPont and served in the
Navy. He also taught at
Penn State University and
the University of
Michigan, where he
became the dean of the
mechanical engineering department in 1965. In 1972, he
began to serve Hope College as president, and during his
administration many more additions to campus facilities
were achieved.
Van Wylen presided over the
construction of the Peale Science Center, DePree Art
Center and Gallery, Dow Physical Education and Health
Center, College East apartments, Maas Conference
Center, and library that was named in his honor. He also
established a provost-dean structure for a better academic
administration and began the tradition of the Critical
Issues Symposium. According to the Joint Archives of
Holland records, Hope in the 1970s was characterized by
a certain ambivalence concerning its character. Van
Wylen played an important role in crafting a mission
statement to help make Hope’s focus emphasize
academic excellence in a Christian context.

Graduating from Hope
College in 1963, James E.
Bultman earned his
master’s and doctoral
degrees from Western
Michigan University. In
1968, he taught at Hope
College in the department
of education, serving as
chairperson of that
department from 19761982, and after that as
dean of the social sciences
from 1982-1985. Bultman
was also Hope’s head
baseball coach from 19711985 and the assistant football coach from 1970-1984.
In 1985, he left Hope for the presidency of Northwestern
College in Iowa. In 1999, Bultman returned to serve as
the eleventh president of Hope College. During the
fourteen years Bultman held this office, he led Hope
through many important changes. Since the beginning of
his term, enrollment steadily grew to more than 3,200
students. During his presidency, Bultman launched
“Legacies,” the largest fundraising effort in the college’s
history, which has led to the construction of the A. Paul
Schaap Science Center, the DeVos Fieldhouse, the
Martha Miller Center, the Van Andel Soccer Stadium,
and the Tom and Ryan Cook Village, as well as the
renovation of the Peale Science Center, Lubbers Hall,
and the restoration of Graves Hall and Winants
Auditorium. Bultman’s development of the Center for
Faithful Leadership and the Crossroads Project also mark

When Van Wylen retired in 1987, John H. Jacobson took
his place of leadership. Born in Evanston, Illinois, on
November 6, 1933, Jacobson was a graduate of
Swarthmore College and Yale University. For some
years, he taught at Hamilton College in New York, then
moved to Florida to teach at Florida Presbyterian College
(now Eckerd College). In 1968, he became the vice
president for academic affairs and the dean of the faculty
there. In 1972, he moved back to New York and became
Dean of the Rochester Center of Empire State College.
Between 1972 and 1986, he was also appointed vice
president, provost, and the acting president twice at the
school. Finally, in 1987, he came to Hope and served as
Hope’s tenth president.
Under Jacobson, Hope’s
endowment increased from $20 million to $105 million,
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Intern Encounters History

beneficial additions to Hope life. But perhaps more
important than the finances, Bultman left a personal
legacy through the relationships he fostered with the
student body. Both he and his wife, Martie, attended
student performance and games regularly, as well as
frequently inviting students to the President’s Home.
Bultman retired from the presidency in 2013.

by Ian Post
My initial intention for participating
in a summer internship at the Joint
Archives of Holland was to gain
experience that I believed was
necessary to begin a career in
archival administration. After hours
of working in the chilled workroom, I
learned more about the city of
Holland and process of historical
research than I originally imagined. Every weekday of
my summer would have been spent processing,
digitizing, and transcribing collections if bills and rent
were free. In order to pay for the cost of living and rising
gas prices to drive from Grand Rapids, I took a part-time
job at a nearby country club where I learned that not only
are archives generally underappreciated, but also that
history is often taken for granted.

The twelfth president of
Hope College, John C.
Knapp, is a graduate of
Georgia State University,
Columbia Theological
Seminary, and earned his
Ph.D. at the University of
Wales. An internationallyknown speaker and
seminar leader on morality
and ethics in education
and leadership, Knapp has
traveled extensively.
Previously, he was the
founding director of
Samford University’s Frances Marlin Mann Center for
Ethics and Leadership in Birmingham, Alabama, since
2008. Before joining Samford, Knapp was professor
and director of the Center for Ethics and Corporate
Responsibility at Georgia State University’s J. Mack
Robinson College of Business. As the twelfth president
of Hope College, Knapp joins a long line of dedicated,
faithful leaders of Hope, and we look forward to Hope’s
future in following that tradition of excellence in office.

Most members that I encountered at the country club
would, understandably, assume that I was studying to
become a teacher when I told them that my majors were
in history and philosophy. This general assumption led
to me to ask myself where exactly our history originates.
The simple answer would be textbooks, or possibly
learned teachers and museum field trips. Although we
can learn a great deal from these sources, our history
ultimately comes from primary documents.
People record events every day; whether they are writing
in their diaries or blogs, sending letters or emails, taking
photographs on film or digitally, or even filling out
reports at work, people provide accounts of their daily
lives. Once these accounts are no longer practical for the
author or institution, they are often forgotten. However,
archives exist for the purpose of preserving documents so
that future researchers can better understand the past.
Without an archive, the lives of neighboring peoples are
lost in the eons of human history.

For more information on Dr. Knapp’s inauguration
during Hope College’s Homecoming weekend, Oct. 4-6,
please go to www.hope.edu/inauguration.

My internship at the Joint Archives of Holland began
with an intriguing project—digitizing the Rose Nykerk
Battleson collection. Rose Nykerk and her husband,
Gerald, were missionaries for the Reformed Church in
America Missionary to Arabia beginning in 1941.
Gerald, a medical doctor, performed countless operations
in missionary hospitals throughout the Arabian Peninsula
until his death in 1964. Rose not only assisted her
husband with medical work and evangelizing the
Christian doctrine in a predominately Islamic region, but
also raised three children and completed the
administrative duties for the mission’s post. While
serving as a missionary overseas, Rose maintained
communication with the Reformed Church and family in

Although there have been many renovations over the years, the
President’s House on the Hope College campus has been the
home of presidential families as far back as Gerrit Kollen.
This photo shows the home pre-1913.
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Holland, Michigan. Most of their time was spent on the
island of Bahrain, where the Nykerk’s survived
tuberculosis in 1954, the ousting of Christian
missionaries during the 1958 Iraqi revolution, and the
1961 terrorist attack on the passenger ship Dara.
Digitizing this collection began with scanning each
individual document and transferring them to the
computer. Once the document was in digital format, I
cleaned up the image and organized each folder as it
appeared in the physical form. While scanning I would
actively read each letter and missionary form that was
placed in the scanner. Once the project is completed, the
entire collection will be available worldwide for any
researcher with Internet access. Studying the lives of
these missionaries without the digitized collection would
only be possible by visiting the Joint Archives in person,
which for some researchers is very difficult to do.

HOLLAND AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2013-2014
HAHS focuses on the history and heritage of the Holland
area. Its programs are designed to inform the membership
through a series of quality presentations, tours, and other
events focusing on the area’s past. If you are not a
member, we encourage you to join our group and
participate in an exciting year of programs!
History of the Lower Kalamazoo River
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 – 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
Come take a visual trip down the lower Kalamazoo
River with author John Huenink as he illustrates the rich
history of this west Michigan river and its importance to
commerce and travel in the area.

The next collection that I worked on was the Irwin J.
Lubbers collection, which tied my experience at Grand
Valley State University (GVSU) together with Hope
College. As a student at GVSU, the Lubbers name is
visible on building signs and placards throughout
campus. Irwin Lubber’s son, Arend, served as the
president of my alma mater from 1969 to 2001. Irwin
was president of Hope College from 1945 to 1963. The
new documents that the Joint Archives received were
unprocessed, which required a visitation to the
collection’s existing documents to determine the
appropriate folder for placement. Processing the
collection was second nature after spending hours of my
youth rearranging and organizing my personal collection
of baseball and hockey trading cards. The significant
difference, though, is that researchers will depend on the
quality of my organization of the Lubbers collection.

Aid to Those in Need
Tuesday, October 8, 2013 - 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
American communities contributed mightily to the
people of the Netherlands as the country struggled to
rebuild itself after World War Two. Join local historian
and Dutch native Nella Kennedy as she tells about
foreign aid to her homeland after this 20th century world
conflict.
Rescuing the Homeless
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 – 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
The Holland Rescue Mission has existed in Holland
since 1905, and is an organization that seeks to meet the
needs of homeless men, women, and children along the
lakeshore. Come hear the history of this important
community resource and the ongoing needs of the local
homeless.

My internship at the Joint Archives of Holland has
taught me that archives are an essential step in recording
history. Skeptical oral histories and legends would
constitute the memory of our human narrative if there
were no archives or archivists to preserve and organize
documents from the past. The photographs, diaries,
letters, and so on are arranged in a logical manner that
makes research on any given subject a less arduous task.
Simply put—archiving is the ‘dirty work’ of history.
Archivists are the custodians that clean up the mess of
recorded documents that humans leave behind. However,
I have learned that a strong appreciation for the past and
a passion for preserving people’s stories are assuredly
gained throughout the process of cleaning up history.

History of the First United Methodist Church and
Christmas Potluck
Tuesday, December 10, 2013 - 6:30 p.m.
First United Methodist Church
57 W. 10th Street, Holland
A Methodist Church congregation has existed in Holland
since 1861 and was the first English-speaking church in
Holland. Come hear more about this important church
and its part in our community’s long history of worship.
Reservations are required; call 395-7798 after
November 12 to sign up for a dish to pass. PLEASE
NOTE SPECIAL TIME.

I would like to thank Geoffrey Reynolds for allowing me
the opportunity to get my feet wet in the world of
archiving, as well as Lori Trethewey and student
assistant Amanda Palomino for helping me with
difficulties that I encountered along the way.
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HOLLAND AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Return to the Hiding Place Movie Showing
Tuesday, January 7, 2014 – 7:30 p.m.
Knickerbocker Theatre, 86 E. 8th St., Holland
This is a chance to see the sequel to the popular Dutch
underground movie, The Hiding Place. This is a
members-only event, and members will be admitted free.
Bring a friend and have them join the Holland Area
Historical Society for free admittance. PLEASE NOTE
DATE AND SPECIAL LOCATION.

The major goal of the Society is to bring together
persons with an interest in history and at the same time
promote awareness in the general public of the cultural
heritage of the Holland area. In accordance with this
goal, the Historical Society sponsors, on a regular basis,
a variety of lectures, field trips and other historical
activities. Monies collected through membership fees
and fundraising activities go towards financing the
activities of the Society. The Holland Area Historical
Society is not affiliated with the Holland Museum or
Holland Historical Trust.

Digital Downtown Stroll—No 3D Glasses Required!
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 – 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
Downtown Holland is rich with history of how 8th Street
and the surrounding area have developed. Please join
David Wilkins, vice president of local architecture firm
GMB A+E, to learn more about the buildings,
architectural styles, materials, sculptures, new
development, and the fire of 1871.

For more details about the meetings or membership,
contact Geoffrey Reynolds at the Joint Archives of
Holland (616-395-7798).
MEMBERSHIPS

The Life of Dr. Paul Fried
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
The life of Paul Fried is one of tragedy and triumph as an
immigrant to Holland in the 1940s from war torn
Europe. His good friend and Hope College English
professor Dr. Stephen Hemenway will present his
research on the rich life of Fried that included
participation in the Nuremberg war trials, Air Force
intelligence, and longtime Hope College professor.

Individual: $15 per year - entitles you to vote, hold office
and participate in all activities sponsored by the Society.
Family: $20 per year - covers all members of family;
benefits same as Individual with one vote per family.
Sustaining: $30 per year - this category is for individuals
who would like to provide greater financial support for the
Society.
Life: $300 - enables you to enjoy regular membership
benefits on a continuous basis.
Student: $5 per year - benefits same as Individual.
Senior Citizen: $10 per year - benefits same as
Individual.
Non-Profit Institutional: $15 per year.
Corporate: $50 per year.
……………………...…………….……………………

World War II Life in the “Old Home Town”
Tuesday, April 8, 2014 - 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
Randy Vande Water presents Holland’s civilian and
military participation in World War II, punctuated with
“home fires” tales and illustrations. The community’s
story includes local manufacturers producing war
materials, families displaying service flag stars,
accepting rationing sacrifices, and grieving as 118
Holland veterans gave the “supreme sacrifice.”

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City__________________State______Zip__________
Phone_______________________________________

“Oh! Hast Thou Forgotten”
Tuesday, June 10, 2014 – 7:30 p.m.
Maas Center, 264 Columbia Ave., Holland
Civil War historian and author Richard Hamilton returns
to Holland to tell the historical fiction story of a young
Kent County soldier that leaves, against his family’s
wishes, to serve in the 6th Michigan Infantry in 1862.
Come hear the harrowing story of this soldier’s sorrow on
the field of battle and back home in Michigan.

Email_______________________________________
Membership Type_____________________________
Mail to: Holland Area Historical Society
c/o The Joint Archives of Holland
Hope College
PO Box 9000
Holland, MI 49422-9000
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First president of Hope College Philip
Phelps and family, ca. 1884

